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Dear Readers 
 

A fter more than three decades, the debate 
about Allan Savory’s theories on range-
land management is still as heated as 

ever.  Like him or loath him, it is doubtful that any 
other individual has had as much of an impact on 
range science as Allan Savory. 

Mr. Savory recently visited Zimbabwe, and 
invited a number of interested people to join him. 
Richard Fynn gives a fascinating account of the 
discussions and observations that were inspired 
by the trip (p. 25).  A new generation of practitio-
ners were able to meet the man himself, rather 
than one of his adherents, and it appears that the 
debate on Savory’s theories has just become a 
little more exciting.  Richard also presents some 
data on buffalo numbers and rainfall in Kruger, 
which support Allan Savory’s hypotheses (p. 38). 
Mr Savory has asked for the opportunity to re-
spond to some of Richard’s comments, and I hope 
that the wider Grassroots readership will  be able 
to read his thoughts in the near future. 

 
The 43rd Annual Congress was the most suc-

cessful ever, with over 280 delegates, and the 
number of new members show that the Society’s 
growth is strong.  What is more important is that 
new concepts were explored and debated and 
young practitioners exposed to the wealth of ex-
perience within the Society’s membership. 

Alan Short 

The Grassland Society of Southern Africa is dedicated 
to the advancement of the science and practice of 

range ecology and pasture management. 
 

We welcome any contributions to the Grassroots, in 
the form of news, informative articles, reports, short 
research notes, scientific papers and letters to the 

Editor. Email shorta@arc.agric.za or 
admin@grassland.org.za or fax +27 (0)86 622 75 76   
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NewsNews  
Justin Bower receives GSSA award for 

academic excellence 

The GSSA awarded Justin Bower of 
Tshwane University of Technology 
the award for academic excellence 
in May 2008. 

The title of his thesis is 
"Feeding patch selection of African 
Buffalo (Syncerus caffer caffer) in 
the Satara region of the Kruger Na-
tional Park, South Africa." for which 
he was awarded a Masters degree 
in Technology (Nature Conserva-
tion) cum laude by the Tshwane 
University of Technology in 2007. 

The website has a new facility for members of the GSSA 
and the broader range and forage science community: 
members can now share their publications on the website, 
or provide links to their publications on other academic 
websites.   

Send in your thesis, reports, journal articles or ab-
stracts, or any other relevant outputs that you would like to 
have available to the wider world.  

Several members have already done so. Note that the 
Society cannot assume responsibility for dealing with copy-
right issues; it is up to members to determine whether their 
publications can be made freely available on the website. 

Upload your publications to 
the website 

Email your submissions to the 
African Journal of Range and 
Forage Science to journal@ grassland.org.za 

Above: Justin Bower (centre) with Prof. Brian 
Reilly (left) and Mike Panagos of the GSSA (right) 

NISC, the publishers of 
the Journal, have agreed 
to waive page charges for  
GSSA members submit-
ting papers for Vol. 29 
(2009),  says Mike 
Schramm, Publishing 
Editor.  This is to help 
increase submission 
rates, and page charges 
will be reviewed next year. 

No page 
charges for 

Journal 
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NewsNews  

The African Journal of 
Range and Forage 
Science has now offi-
cially been included 
on the Thomson ISI 
list.  This means that 
the Journal will re-
ceive an ISI rating in 
2010 which will be 
published in 2011.  
However, as it is now 
included on the lists 
that Thomson pub-
lishes, including Sci-

ence Citation Index 
Expanded and Jour-
nal Citation Reports—
Science Edition, the 
Journal is regarded as 
an ISI journal and will 
have an impact factor.   

ISI-rated journals 
are more visible, and 
receive higher weight-
ing from funding 
agencies and univer-
sities.  

African Journal of Range and 
Forage Science now has ISI 

rating 

One of the GSSA’s 
strengths is the di-
verse range of skills 
within the Society’s 
membership.  The 
GSSA has now devel-
oped an expertise 
database to identify 
the members with 
particular skills.  

The Professional 
Members’ database 
will be open to the 
general public, while 

only GSSA members 
will be able to search 
the database for other 
members.  The secu-
rity on the database 
will be strict.   

Members who 
have not filled in their 
details on the exper-
tise database, please 
contact the Adminis-
trator or Catherine 
L u n d 
(cat@grassland.org.za). 

Expertise database now 
operational 

Freyni and Justin du Toit 
celebrated the birth of 
their first child, Max, in 
May 2008.  Max attended 
the Congress with par-
ents at the age of 9 
weeks, making him offi-
cially the youngest Con-
gress delegate ever.   

Our warmest con-
gratulations to Justin and 
Freyni from all the mem-
bers of the GSSA. 

Youngest 
Congress 
delegate 
arrives 

Wayne Truter, a long-
standing GSSA mem-
ber and new Council 
member, was ass-
aulted at his home  
while hosting a party, 
during a robbery last 
month.  He was sev-
erely injured and is re-
cover ing.   Our 
thoughts are with 
Wayne and his family 
as they deal with their 
traumatic experience. 

Council 
member 

assaulted 
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The Japanese Society for 
Grassland Science is keen 
to establish closer links with 
the GSSA. They will be pub-
lishing a similar advertorial in 
their journal for the African 
Journal of Range and For-
age Science. 

Grassland Science is the 
official English language 
journal of the Japanese So-
ciety of Grassland Science. 
It publishes original research 
papers, review articles and 
short reports in all aspects of 
grassland science, with an 
aim of presenting and shar-
ing knowledge, ideas and 
philosophies on better man-
agement and use of grass-
lands, forage crops and turf 
plants for both agricultural 
and non-agricultural pur-
poses across the world. 
 
Edited by: Masahiko Hirata 
Print ISSN: 1744-6961 
Online ISSN: 1744-697X 
Frequency: Quarterly 
Current Volume: 54 / 2008 
 
Highlight Articles: 
The grassland farming system and 

sustainable agricultural devel-
opment in China 

Grassland degradation in China: 
Methods of monitoring, man-
agement and restoration 

Ecological importance of Neotypho-

dium spp. grass endophytes in 
agroecosystems 

Genetics and molecular breeding in 
Lolium/Festuca grass species 
complex 

Factors associated with species rich-
ness in a remnant calcareous 
grassland 

 
For more information, please 

visit: www.blackwellpublishing.com/
GRS  

Grassland Science 
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Letters Letters   
Dear Editor 
Re: your interesting com-
ments in Grassroots con-
cerning the 'failure to 
translate scientific info into 
layman's terms in popular 
media (Grassroots, May 
2008, p. 11).  

I've been writing for 
Farmer's Weekly for many 
years and have hardly 
ever experienced prob-
lems getting info from 
researchers and then re-
writing/summarising their 
articles for the magazine. 
But I only scratch the sur-
face - most of the info that 
could be of value to land 
users never reaches them 
by way of the printed 

word. Which is a great pity 
because, as a farmer, I've 
come to realise that scien-
tists are 'right' most of the 
time. The only problem is 
that they're five to 10 
years (sometimes even 
more) ahead of the aver-
age farmer in their think-
ing. 

I do believe, how-
ever, that some research-
ers resent 'giving away' 
info for free. They argue 
that American publications 
pay researchers very well 
for their work. I don't know 
if there is a solution to this 
complaint in the limited 
local market. Unless, per-
haps, if the researchers 

can switch their writing 
style from journal to popu-
lar. But even then there 
would be no guarantee 
that they will be published. 

On a lighter note - 
Although I usually get 
their cooperation, a stan-
dard comment from re-
searchers seems to be: 
'I'm snowed under right 
now.' Or, 'things are a bit 
hectic.' I always smile at 
that because any multi-
tasker is always 'snowed' 
under, and that includes 
farmer/journalists like me!  

Regards 
Roelof Bezuidenhout 

New MembersNew Members  
•Mr Justin Bowers: Ecoleges - 
Environmental and Planning Law 
Consultants 
•Mr P Meulenbeld: Anglo Opera-
tions Limited 
•Dr Hugh Pringle: Bush Heritage 
Australia 
•Ms Vuyi Matokazi: SANParks: 
Kruger National Park 
•Mr Anthony Maluka: Department 
of Agriculture 
•Dr Richard Kinking: SiVEST 
•Mr Riaan Robbeson: Bathusi 
Environmental Consulting cc 
•Mr Ramagwale Mampholo: De-
partment of Agriculture 
•Ms Kirsten Oliver: Endangered 
Wildlife Trust 
•Mr Kedibone Mashaku: Limpopo 
Department of Agriculture 
•Mr Garreth Champion: University 
of KwaZulu-Natal 
•Mr Andries Wessels: Agricol (Pty) 
Ltd 

•Mr Anthony Borrel: Big Game 
Parks of Swaziland 
•Ms Mankhane Bontsi: Free State 
Department of Agriculture 
•Mr Talifhani Mukwevho: Limpopo 
Department of Agriculture 
•Mr Mashudu Radamba: Limpopo 
Department of Agriculture 
•Ms Mpho Nemakhavahni: Lim-
popo Department of Agriculture 
•Mr Alson Mutswari: Limpopo 
Department of Agriculture 
•Mr Hasani Sambo: Limpopo 
Department of Agriculture 
•Mr Matodzi Sitholimela: Limpopo 
Department of Agriculture 
•Mr L Mulaudzi: Limpopo Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
•Ms L Mulaudzi: Limpopo Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
•Mr Mafunise Mabusha: Limpopo 
Department of Agriculture 
•Mr Mutshinya Budeli: Limpopo 
Department of Agriculture 

•Mr Anthony Sharp: Limpopo 
Department of Agriculture 
•Mr Stephen Castle: Stanford 
Valley Farm 
• Eric Mpikeleli: Eastern Cape 
Department of Agriculture Mr 
Pieter Wagner: Limpopo Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
•Mr Vhalinavho Khavhagali: North-
ern Cape Department TEC 
•Mrs Erna van Schoor: Limpopo 
Department of Agriculture 
•Mr Douglas McCulloch: Land 
Resources International 
•Mr Matsobane Ngoasheng: Uni-
versity of Limpopo 
•Ms Helen King: University of 
KwaZulu-Natal 
•Ms Budu Manaka: SANBI 
•Mr Thabo Motsoane: Department 
of Range Resources Management 
•Mr Shaun MacGregor: Ecoleges - 
Environmental and Planning Law 
Consultants 
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Based in Pietermaritz-
burg, the “City of 
Choice”, the Research 
Centre for Plant Growth 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
(RCPGD) is committed 
to excellence in re-
search, training and 
skills development of 
postgraduate students. 
Our main areas of focus 
include plant physiology, 
molecular biology and 
ethnobotany. We believe 
strongly in collaborative 
research, and have part-
nerships with several 

r e s e a r c h  g r o u p s 
throughout the world. 
Our research group is 
similarly diverse with 
international students 
enjoying and flourishing 
in the dynamic and well-
equipped working envi-
ronment of the RCPGD 
at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal. 

Applications can be 
made to Professor J. 
Van Staden for bursaries 
(MSc, PhD or Post-
doctoral) in the following 
areas: 

• Plant physiology – 
seed biology, hormone 
phys io logy ,  eco -
physiology 

• Molecular biology 
• Ethnobotany 
• Algal biotechnology 

Applications must 
include a short CV, two 
letters of reference and 
a letter of motivation for 
the position with poten-
tial project/areas of inter-
est. Please submit appli-
cations via e-mail to 
rcpgd@ukzn.ac.za 

BursariesBursaries  

Postgraduate training fellowships for women scientists from 
sub-Saharan Africa and least developed countries (LDCs) 

The Fellowships are of-
fered to women scientists 
to pursue postgraduate 
research in the following 
fields of basic sciences: 
biology, chemistry, mathe-
matics and physics. 

This fellowship pro-
gramme is for female stu-
dents from Sub-Saharan 
Africa or Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs) who wish 
to pursue postgraduate 
training leading to a doctor-
ate degree at a centre of 
excellence in the South 
outside their own country. 

Only women scien-
tists from Sub-Saharan 
Africa and/or one of the 
Least Developed Countries 
can apply. Host institutions 
must be located in a devel-
oping country.  Submis-
sions by email or fax can-
not be accepted. 

The general purpose 
of the scheme is to contrib-
ute to the emergence of a 
new generation of women 
leaders in science and 
technology, and to promote 
their effective participation 
in the scientific and techno-

logical development of their 
countries. 

For more information, 
visit the GSSA website 

Contact Details 

Ms. Leena Mungapen 
TWOWS Secretariat , c/o 
TWAS, ICTP Campus 
Strada Costiera 11, 34014 
Trieste, Italy 
Tel: +39 040 2240-321  
Fax: +39 040 2240-689  
E-mail: info@twows.org 

MSc., PhD. Or Post-Grad in Molecular biology, Ethnobotany, Algal 
biotechnology and Plant physiology 

University of KwaZulu-Natal, Research Centre for Plant Growth 
and Development 
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SAWMA Conference 2008 
Date:  16 - 18 September 2008 
Venue:  Mpekweni Beach Resort, 
Eastern Cape  
Contact: Elma Marais  
Tel: 021 554 1297 
Email: elma@mweb.co.za  
Website: www.sawma.co.za 

SASAS and Developing Areas Inter-
est Group:  

Understanding Communal Livestock 
Production 

Date: 30 September - 2 October 2008  
Venue:  Drakensville ATKV Resort  
Approx. cost: R1000, incl. meals and 
accom. 
Tel: 033 3559258  
Contact: Michelle Shearing 
Email: shearingm@dae.kzntl.gov.za  

GSSA Research Skills Workshop 
Date: 12-13 November 2008  
Venue:  Lythwood Lodge, KZN Mid-
lands 
Contact: Freyni du Toit 
Tel: 033-390 3113 
Email: admin@grassland.org.za 
Website: www.grassland.org.za 

Kimberley Diversity Research Sym-
posium  

Date: 23 November 2008  
Venue:  Rooifontein Eco-Centre Kim-
berley   
Tel: 053 807 4800  
Contact: Vhalinavho Khavhagali 
Email: vkhavhagali@half.ncape.gov.za  

 

New World: Future World 
The 10th World Conference on Ani-

mal Production;  
Date: 23-28 November 2008  
Venue:  Cape Town International Con-
vention Centre, South Africa  
Tel: +27 12 420 3276 or +27 12 420 
3290 
Contact: Deidre 
Email: deidre@iafrica.com 
Website: www.wcap2008.co.za 

Africa Climate Change Conference  
Date: 12 -16 January 2009  
Venue:  University of Cape Town  
Tel: 033 3559258  
Contact: Ms Pavs Pillay  OR 
Email: humboldt@africaclimatescience.org 

First International Workshop on 
Summer Dormancy in Grasses: 

Coping with increasing aridity and 
heat under climate change 

Date: 36 – 8 April 2009   
Venue:  Ardmore Oklahoma USA  
Website: http://www.nobleorg?
ForageImprovement/Summer dor-
mancy/index.html  

African Crop Science Society Con-
ference  

Date: 28 September – 10 October 
2009  
Venue:  Cape Town  
Email: JeannieB@arc.agric.za   

Upcoming events 

From www.grassland.org.za 
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Council NewsCouncil News  
The Council met on 
21 July 2008 prior to 
the start of Con-
gress 43 at Bad-
plaas Forever Re-
sorts, Mpumalanga.  

The venue for Con-
gress was very good 
and it was pleasing to 
see the large number 
of delegates attending 
the Congress, as well 
as the AGM.  A num-
ber of very interesting 
symposia and ses-
sions were organized 
for Congress, attract-
ing practitioners and 
researchers from all 
over South Africa.  
Council would like to 
urge members to be-
come more involved 
in nominating people 
for the Peter Edwards 
Award in 2009.  

A strategic planning 
session was con-
ducted for the Jour-
nal to clarify issues 
surrounding the op-
eration of the Jour-
nal, low submission 
rates and other mat-
ters.  During this 

session the aim and 
scope of the Journal 
was reformulated to 
be in line with the 
GSSA vision and 
mission.  It was also 
decided to introduce 
a mentorship pro-
gram with regards 
to writing papers for 
the Journal.  This 
will all be carried 
out under the aus-
pices of an ap-
pointed “Chief Ex-
ecutive Editor”.  

Members are re-
minded that current 
and back issues of 
the Journal can be 
accessed on the inter-
net.  Formal instruc-
tions on how to do 
this are available on 
the GSSA website.  
Please submit any 
news or upcoming 
events so that it can 
be published on the 
website and in the 
Grassroots. 

Trust funds are 
available for disper-
sal throughout the 
year and application 

forms can be ob-
tained from Freyni 
du Toit.  Please 
make use of this op-
portunity! 

The proposed theme 
for Congress 44 is:  
Meeting rangelands, 
pasture and wildlife 
challenges in a 
changing landscape.  
Members are re-
quested to make in-
puts and suggestions 
regarding Congress 
44, which will be held 
in Gauteng next year. 

We welcomed sev-
eral new Council 
members: Mike Peel 
as Vice President;  
Sikhalazo Dube as 
PRO; Anuschka 
Barac, Erika van Zyl 
and Wayne Truter as 
Additional Members.  
We thank departing 
members  Mark 
H a r d y ,  K h a n y i 
Mbatha, Luthando 
Dziba and Jorrie 
Jordaan for all their 
contributions over 
the years, and hope 
they enjoy their rest! 




